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The Liberals retorted that Home Rule had been their policy for a generation; that the unsolved Irish question was a standing danger to both countries and to the Empire, that the sands were running out, and that it was urgently necessary to find a solution while there was yet time. If it was true that the Government was under compulsion to satisfy its Irish supporters, it was also true that to satisfy them was in the public interest and part of a policy which they had advocated for a generation.
Asquith's Bill, which was introduced into the House of Commons on April n, 1912, followed generally Mr. Gladstone's models. It transferred purely Irish matters to an Irish and reserved to the Imperial Parliament all ouching the Crown, army and navy, foreign policy, g of peace and war, and new customs duties. The ament was to be debarred from establishing or any religion or imposing religious disabilities of and for six years the Royal Irish Constabulary was under the Imperial Government. The common vas still to exist, and the Irish Parliament was not >re than 10 per cent, to income-tax, death-duties or uties imposed by the Imperial Parliament. Irish were still to remain in that Parliament, but to be > forty-two in number. Granted that Home Rule should be given to Ireland, the measure could [led an extreme one; on the contrary, the question : whether with so many reservations and with others as it passed through Parliament, it could be made Ldministratively.
educing his Bill Asquith described it as " only the i& a larger and more comprehensive policy," which e day give other parts of the United Ipngdom the t of dealing with their own affairs, and thus release ial Parliament to fulfil its duties to the whole country Empire/5 The Bill was well received by Irish 4s» and a National Convention which met in Dublin 23 passed a resolution " welcoming it in the spirit it was ofiered/' and declaring its " solemn con-ac the^iassage of the Bill into kw would " bind the * to die people of Gre$t Britain by a union ir ~1; had a clear majority over the Irish, tl-evicted from office, if the Irish vof opponents alleged that they were a<t contrived during 1911 to pass tkough ParEajnmt at least oneclamour of these times.consult the Chairman of Ways andto that portion, and the King did no more than promise t0:}pTC effect to die decision of the people, provided that ifccisjba was tinambiguously expressed on an issue clearly c^lafaed to than, fe order to place that beyond doubt the King imbted that the Parliament Bill, which had been read a fest tone in the Hoose of Commons, should be submitted to the House of Lords also befoire the election, and to that Asquith agreed* tordsf* Commons and jmbEc were thus apprised in of the proposals which were now submitted to theut Egypt by giving
